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The Sonoran Desert spans parts of Arizona, California, and northwestern Mexico and is home to a diverse range of native cacti. These cacti are well-adapted to the harsh conditions of the Sonoran Desert, including extreme temperatures and limited water availability. They play crucial roles in the desert ecosystem, providing food and shelter for a variety of desert wildlife, and have been integrated into the culture of Indigenous peoples from this area.

Here’s a list of cacti native to the Sonoran Desert that are suitable for the Montage landscape and require little to no water or maintenance once established and are available in Coachella Valley nurseries.

1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK36]Saguaro (Carnegiea gigantea)
· Iconic tall cactus with large arms that typically begin to grow when the cactus is about 50-70 years old.
· [Wikipedia: Saguaro](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saguaro)
2. Organ Pipe Cactus (Stenocereus thurberi)
· A multi-stemmed cactus that grows in clumps and resembles a pipe organ.
· [Wikipedia: Organ Pipe Cactus](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stenocereus_thurberi)
3. Barrel Cactus (Ferocactus wislizeni)
· Known for its barrel shape and yellow or red flowers that bloom at the top.
· [Wikipedia: Fishhook Barrel Cactus](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferocactus_wislizeni)
4. Cholla (Cylindropuntia species)
· Includes various species such as Chain Fruit Cholla (Cylindropuntia fulgida) and Teddy Bear Cholla (Cylindropuntia bigelovii), known for their spiny segments.
· [Wikipedia: Cholla Cactus](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cylindropuntia)
5. Prickly Pear (Opuntia species)
· Flat-stemmed cacti with paddle-shaped segments and bright yellow, pink, or red flowers.
· [Wikipedia: Opuntia](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opuntia)
6. Fishhook Barrel Cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus)
· Named for the hooked spines that resemble a fishhook; typically has red or yellow flowers.
· [Wikipedia: California Barrel Cactus](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferocactus_cylindraceus)
7. Hedgehog Cactus (Echinocereus species)
· Small, cylindrical cacti that grow in clusters with brightly colored flowers, often pink or red.
· Wikipedia: Echinocereus](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echinocereus)
8. Pincushion Cactus (Mammillaria species)
· Small, globular cacti with white spines and pink or white flowers, often forming in clusters.
· [Wikipedia: Mammillaria](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammillaria)
9. Senita Cactus (Pachycereus schottii)
· A tall, columnar cactus with ribbed stems and short spines, often found in the southern part of the Sonoran Desert.
· [Wikipedia: Senita Cactus](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pachycereus_schottii)
10. Christmas Cactus (Cylindropuntia leptocaulis)
· A small, branching cactus with thin, spiny stems that produce red fruit, often referred to as "Christmas cholla."
· [Wikipedia: Christmas Cactus](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cylindropuntia_leptocaulis)
11. Golden Hedgehog Cactus (Echinocereus nicholii)
· A smaller species with golden spines and yellow or pink flowers.
· [Wikipedia: Echinocereus nicholii](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echinocereus_nicholii)
12. Desert Night-blooming Cereus (Peniocereus greggii)
· A thin, vine-like cactus that produces large, fragrant white flowers that bloom at night.
· - [Wikipedia: Peniocereus greggii](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peniocereus_greggii)
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