DESERT HOME VACATION / SEASONAL PREP CHECKLIST

This is a checklist of items received from Montage residents to help homeowners prepare their homes when planning for long periods away from Montage during the seasonal and vacation months. All homes and situations are different, and not all items on this checklist may apply to your house. Use the information provided to create a personal and permanent checklist. 
Safety 

· Remove propane tanks and combustible/flammable chemicals from the garage.
· Replace batteries for smoke detectors, CO2 detectors, and alarm systems.
· Hire someone to stop at the house periodically to check for leaks inside and out, walk the house, water plants, flush toilets, run sinks, and visit after storm activity to check for damage.
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
Security
· Lock all doors and windows.
· Enlist a trusted neighbor to keep an eye on the property daily to check your home every couple of days to remove any fliers, newspapers, packages, or other items that may be tossed into your driveway or left by your front door.
· Leave the key with a neighbor to provide emergency access.
· Notify the homeowners association that the home will be vacant and provide emergency contact information.
· Purchase and install one or two Wi-Fi security cameras inside the house to monitor the home and outdoor household workers.
· Install a Ring-type device on the front door to monitor deliveries and household services activity. 
· Zip tie garage door emergency pull cord to preclude break-in.
· Install and program Wi-Fi plugs to turn sounds and lights off and on.
· Unplug the garage door opener.
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
Utilities
· Install a web thermostat to control the HVAC remotely.
· Leave air conditioning set at 85 to 90 degrees
· Consider turning off the natural gas at the main valve.
· Unplug all appliances, TVs, lamps, radios, 
· washers, dryers, and small electronics.
· Turn off indoor and outdoor ceiling fans.
· Turn off valves to toilets to avoid damage due to hose failure.
· Turn the pool pump to minimum functioning.
· Consider replacing backup batteries in fire alarms, automatic watering systems, thermostats, and security systems.
· If domestic water is separate from irrigation water turn off the water to the house at the main valve. Drain any remaining water from the faucets, long shower head extensions, etc.
· Turn the water heater off or to the “vacation” setting.
· Turn off the inside water valves for the washer, ice makers, under sinks, and toilets.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK16]______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
Communications
· Provide your email, phone, text, and other contact information to a nearby neighbor or relative. 
· Set up call forwarding on your landline.
· Update software, apps, and firmware for all home devices.
· Check for modem firm updates and restart your modem to clear the cache.
· Test all remote access services.
· Check/update the irrigation system app.
· Check the security system app.
· Check the HVAC system app.
· Check the security camera app.
· Check the garage door app.
· Check the solar panel app.
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
Environmental
· Set HVAC to circulate air periodically
· Place towels at door and window openings to keep heat and dust out
· Seal sink/bathtub/shower drains with quart-sized Ziplock bags filled with water to keep bugs out.
· Cover toilets with saran wrap.
· If you turn the refrigerator off while you are gone, empty it. Leave the doors open while you are gone for circulation.
· Leave large buckets or tubs of water in each room for moisture.
· Leave all the interior doors open so the air can circulate inside the house.
· Close all the blinds and drapes to keep as much heat out of the house as possible.
· Take out all trash.
· Pull down patio sunscreens.
· To help add moisture to furniture, place buckets of water throughout the home.
· Flush all toilets and run all faucets.
· Drain and unplug fountains.
· ______________________________________________________________________________
Services
· Call the newspaper to stop the delivery
· Send notice to USPS to halt mail delivery
· Call the security company to create a new security code for household help to enter the home.   
· Arrange landscaping and pool care if you do your own landscape and pool care.
· Arrange for exterior pest control.
· Arrange to have someone take out your garbage and recycling and return containers to their place.
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
Goods
· Install earthquake safety straps and brackets to attach heavy furniture to walls.
· Consider laying lamps and breakable items on the floor to prevent breakage in the event of an earthquake.
· Oil wooden furniture.
· Strip beds to allow mattresses to air out.
· Open the doors to the washer, dryer, dishwasher, and any other appliance that typically seals up. 
· Place perishables (wine, flour, oils, candies, candles) in the refrigerator 
· Remove or secure chairs, furniture, and decor from the patio or yard. Anything that’s cloth, plastic, or wood may be damaged by the summer heat. 
· Vacuum carpets and floors to ensure no food sources remain for vermin.
· Take small valuables with you or put them in a safe or safety deposit box.
· If you will be gone for more than three weeks, clean food out of refrigerators, freezers, and cupboards.
· Consider covering furniture with plastic tarps to protect it from dust and/or plastic in case of a roof or ceiling leak.
· Seal up non-refrigerated products like cereals, grains, boxed foods, baking products, and pet foods in plastic bags or containers with tightly sealed lids to keep bugs and moisture out.
· Put water in the golf cart battery.
· Consider disconnecting the battery in your vehicle and golf cart. 
· Consider covering the vehicle.
· Consider lending or gifting live houseplants to a neighbor.
· Store candles in the refrigerator (if you are leaving it on) or put them in the coolest, darkest part of the house.
· Close and take in sun umbrellas.
· Put away recreational pool equipment.
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________


Horticulture
· Consider turning off the main water valve to the house if your home landscape is on a separate irrigation water service. 
· Check/set irrigation timer appropriately for summer heat to protect shrubs and trees.
· Run the irrigation system and check that all valves, heads, and drip devices function.
· Cover sun and heat-sensitive plants with shade material or burlap.
· Arrange to have all seasonal palm tree pruning completed before departure.
· Turn off all outdoor fountains.
· Cover plants subject to sun scald.
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________

Other
·  ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________
· ______________________________________________________________________________



Professional Services Contact List
This list is to help homeowners identify professional services contacts that may be called upon in the event of an emergency while homeowners are gone from their Montage home for long periods.  Use this list to compile the contact information to take with you or from which to input the information into a contact list on your mobile phone.
Neighbor 1
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Neighbor 2
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Community Manager
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Property Manager
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email



Landscape Services
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Pool Services
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Cleaning Services
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Handyman Services
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Electrical Services
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email



HVAC Services
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email

Plumbing Services
Name
Contact Person
Phone
Email
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