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PRESIDENT’S	  NOTE	  
Curt	  Beyer,	  President	  	  &	  Newsletter	  Editor	  CurtB@MontageatMissionHills.org	  
	  
The	  summer	  is	  here	  and	  the	  heat	  and	  the	  drought	  are	  things	  we	  seem	  to	  be	  constantly	  reminded	  of	  
in	  conversations	  and	  the	  media.	  Most	  of	  us	  have	  taken	  measures	  to	  conserve	  and	  scale	  back	  our	  
water	  usage	  but	  we	  still	  see	  water	  run	  off	  and	  seeming	  indifference	  to	  the	  guidelines	  imposed	  by	  
the	  Governor	  and	  the	  Coachella	  Valley	  Water	  District.	  	  
	  
As	  we	  look	  for	  ways	  to	  cut	  water	  usage	  we	  seem	  to	  have	  been	  forcefully	  encouraged	  as	  the	  
newly	  installed	  pumps	  for	  the	  fountains	  at	  both	  gates	  were	  stolen	  during	  the	  Memorial	  Day	  
Weekend.	  Yes,	  we	  have	  insurance	  against	  this	  kind	  of	  loss	  but	  it	  is	  disconcerting	  to	  have	  this	  
happen.	  We	  have	  heard	  the	  usual	  suggestions	  toward	  additional	  security	  efforts.	  Thefts	  like	  this	  are	  
seldom	  prevented	  nor	  solved	  by	  any	  of	  the	  many	  options	  available	  to	  us.	  All	  can	  be	  defeated	  
relatively	  easily	  and	  as	  we	  have	  seen	  throughout	  the	  valley	  .	  .	  .	  When	  someone	  wants	  to	  get	  
something	  through	  theft,	  they	  can	  and	  seldom	  do	  they	  ever	  get	  caught	  or	  convicted.	  Our	  most	  
effective	  action	  is	  to	  take	  a	  photo	  when	  we	  see	  something	  being	  done	  and	  then	  share	  it	  should	  
something	  be	  reported.	  We	  are	  our	  own	  heroes	  and	  security	  system.	  In	  our	  digital	  age	  this	  is	  a	  great	  
way	  to	  note	  things	  happening	  around	  us	  as	  we	  never	  know	  if	  it	  may	  be	  the	  key	  to	  solving	  a	  
situation.	  
	  
The	  Board	  has	  received	  an	  estimate	  of	  approximately	  $3,500	  for	  replacing	  the	  pumps.	  	  Given	  the	  
current	  focus	  on	  water	  conservation	  the	  Board	  will	  be	  considering	  the	  conversion	  of	  the	  fountains	  
to	  planters	  (with	  the	  possibility	  of	  restoring	  the	  fountain	  functionality	  in	  the	  future)	  at	  the	  July	  
Board	  meeting.	  	  If	  you	  have	  options	  or	  input	  you	  would	  like	  the	  Board	  to	  consider	  email	  the	  
Community	  Manager,	  Shelly	  Ruegsegger	  sruegsagger@ppminternet.com,	  or	  please	  attend	  the	  
meeting.	  
	  
Also	  at	  the	  July	  Board	  meeting	  the	  Board	  will	  be	  considering	  the	  conversion	  of	  the	  grass	  area	  at	  the	  
Gerald	  Ford	  –	  DaVall	  corner	  to	  desert	  scape.	  	  While	  we	  are	  not	  using	  much	  water	  on	  the	  grass,	  it	  will	  
possibly	  be	  a	  future	  pubic	  relation/image	  problem	  for	  Montage	  not	  to	  take	  this	  “water	  
conservation”	  action.	  
	  
GATE	  ACCIDENTS	  
Tom	  Tousignant	  TD2znot@aol.com	  
	  
During	  the	  strong	  winds	  in	  May	  two	  cars	  were	  damaged	  by	  the	  gates.	  	  We	  are	  trying	  to	  do	  what	  is	  
possible	  to	  prevent	  this	  from	  happening,	  but	  the	  gates	  will	  always	  have	  a	  little	  “play”	  in	  them.	  
Especially	  when	  the	  wind	  is	  blowing.	  
	  
Homeowners	  are	  encouraged	  to	  always	  allow	  the	  gates	  to	  open	  fully	  and	  watch	  for	  any	  “play”	  
before	  proceeding	  through	  and	  drive	  through	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  the	  opening.	  	  It	  is	  recommended	  that	  
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you	  encourage	  your	  guests	  and	  service	  workers	  to	  also	  follow	  these	  recommendations.	  	  This	  is	  
particularly	  important	  when	  the	  wind	  is	  blowing.	  	  	  
	  
NOTE:	  The	  Montage	  gates	  are	  “vanity	  gates”.	  Not	  security	  gates.	  And	  as	  homeowners	  YOU	  cannot	  
afford	  the	  increase	  in	  HOA	  fees	  to	  attempt	  to	  make	  them	  “Security	  Gates”.	  	  	  The	  Board	  has	  always	  
advised	  that	  your	  security	  begins	  at	  your	  home.	  	  Every	  Montage	  home	  has	  a	  developer	  installed	  
built	  in	  alarm	  system	  wired	  to	  every	  opening	  in	  your	  home.	  Get	  a	  contract	  you	  can	  live	  with	  for	  the	  
cost	  of	  monitoring,	  	  
	  
Palm	  Tree	  Trimming	  
In	  case	  you	  haven’t	  noticed	  the	  HOA	  and	  most	  others	  in	  the	  valley	  have	  trimmed	  all	  palm	  trees.	  	  If	  
you	  have	  palm	  trees	  you	  need	  to	  schedule	  having	  then	  trimmed.	  	  Your	  neighbors	  that	  have	  pools	  
will	  appreciate	  it.	  
	  
Pumping	  Drywell	  
As	  mentioned	  in	  the	  last	  Newsletter,	  we	  are	  planning	  to	  have	  the	  drywell	  in	  the	  detention	  basin	  
pumped	  about	  the	  middle	  of	  July.	  	  The	  pumping	  company	  charges	  by	  the	  number	  of	  gallons	  
removed.	  	  The	  difference	  between	  it	  costing	  $1,000	  and	  $3,000	  would	  be	  the	  draining	  of	  one	  
swimming	  pool.	  
	  
Please	  do	  not	  plan	  to	  drain	  your	  swimming	  pool	  between	  July	  1st	  and	  July	  21st.	  	  Thank	  you.	  
	  
WATER,	  WATER,	  EVERYWHERE	  .	  .	  .	  BUT	  NOT	  A	  DROP	  TO	  WASTE!	  
Curt	  Beyer,	  President	  CurtB@MontageatMissionHills.org	  	  
	  
Water	  counts!	  Visit	  www.CVWaterCounts.com	  to	  check	  conservation	  programs	  from	  your	  water	  
district.	  They	  share	  simple	  water-‐saving	  tips,	  local	  views	  on	  saving	  water	  as	  well	  as	  fun	  and	  
educational	  activities	  for	  children.	  With	  the	  current	  focus	  on	  drought	  the	  following	  are	  not	  allowed:	  

• Using	  water	  to	  wash	  sidewalks	  &	  driveways.	  
• Causing	  water	  runoff	  with	  irrigation	  (still	  seeing	  it	  in	  the	  Montage!)	  
• Using	  a	  hose	  without	  a	  shut-‐off	  nozzle	  to	  wash	  a	  car.	  
• Using	  fountains	  or	  water	  features	  that	  do	  not	  recirculate.	  
• Watering	  when	  it	  is	  raining	  and	  48	  hours	  after	  measurable	  rain.	  
• Watering	  turf	  in	  public	  street	  medians.	  

Businesses	  MUST	  
• Restaurants	  or	  food	  service	  establishment	  may	  ONLY	  serve	  water	  to	  customers	  upon	  

request.	  
• Hotels	  and	  motels	  must	  clearly	  display	  information	  allowing	  guests	  to	  opt	  our	  of	  daily	  

laundering.	  
Water	  Agencies	  MUST	  

• Meet	  conservation	  target	  designated	  by	  the	  state.	  
• Notify	  customers	  about	  leaks.	  
• Report	  water	  use,	  compliance	  and	  enforcement	  to	  the	  state	  monthly.	  

On	  May	  12,	  2015,	  CVWD	  Board	  of	  Directors	  approved	  a	  droughty	  penalty	  for	  all	  domestic	  water	  
customers	  who	  are	  not	  doing	  their	  part	  to	  help	  CVWD	  save	  36%	  by	  reducing	  their	  water	  use.	  
Starting	  in	  June	  (reflected	  in	  our	  July	  bill)	  those	  who	  do	  not	  meet	  the	  conservation	  target	  will	  be	  
penalized.	  
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In	  order	  to	  meet	  state	  conservation	  goals,	  CVWD	  is	  asking	  its	  customers	  to	  use	  less	  of	  their	  outdoor	  
(Tier	  2)	  water	  budget.	  Your	  Water	  Budget	  can	  be	  found	  on	  your	  monthly	  bill.	  
	  
TIER	  1:	  There	  are	  no	  penalties	  for	  customers	  who	  remain	  in	  Tier	  1,	  which	  was	  designated	  to	  cover	  
all	  indoor	  water	  use.	  [$1.01	  per	  ccf	  [ccf	  =	  100	  cubic	  feet	  or	  748.05	  gal	  ]	  (based	  on	  4	  persons	  per	  
residence	  .	  .	  .	  If	  more	  persons	  contact	  CVWD	  for	  a	  possible	  adjustment.)	  
	  
TIER	  2:	  Customers	  are	  being	  asked	  to	  reduce	  their	  monthly	  outdoor	  water	  use	  (Tier	  2	  budget)	  by	  
36%.	  Customers	  who	  use	  64%	  or	  less	  of	  their	  Tier	  2	  budget	  (achieving	  36%	  savings)	  will	  not	  incur	  
a	  penalty.	  Tier	  2	  water	  use	  up	  to	  64%	  of	  Tier	  2	  water	  budget	  -‐	  $1.12	  per	  ccf.	  Above	  64%	  of	  Tier	  2	  
water	  budget	  -‐	  $1.12	  +	  $2.51	  penalty	  per	  ccf.	  
	  
Customers	  using	  water	  in	  Tiers	  3,	  4	  and	  5	  will	  pay	  the	  standard	  rater	  for	  water	  used	  in	  each	  tier	  
plus	  a	  penalty.	  Tier	  3:	  $1.68	  +	  $3.34	  per	  ccf.	  Tier	  4:	  $2.24	  +	  $5.01	  per	  ccf,	  and	  Tier	  5:	  $4.48	  +	  $10.03.	  
	  
It	  is	  estimated	  about	  45%	  of	  residential	  customers	  will	  be	  impacted	  by	  drought	  penalties.	  

	  
	  
If	  you	  have	  questions	  the	  CVWD	  encourages	  you	  to	  call	  760-‐391-‐9600.	  
	  
HOW	  TO	  SAVE	  WATER	  IN	  THE	  LANDSCAPE	  
Curtis	  Beyer,	  President	  CurtB@MontageatMissionHills.org	   	  
	  
I	  attended	  a	  Water	  Wise	  seminar	  at	  the	  Living	  Desert	  sponsored	  by	  the	  Desert	  Horticultural	  Society	  
in	  early	  June.	  It	  was	  a	  presentation	  by	  2	  different	  panels	  of	  professionals	  on	  our	  current	  water	  
situation	  in	  the	  valley.	  The	  first	  panel	  was	  comprised	  of	  Landscape	  professionals	  and	  the	  second	  
was	  made	  up	  of	  5	  representatives	  of	  the	  local	  water	  agencies.	  Both	  panels	  addressed	  questions	  and	  
offered	  suggestions	  to	  residents	  from	  all	  over	  the	  valley.	  
	  
Jessyca	  Fredrick	  of	  Water	  Wise	  Now	  provided	  information	  on	  how	  to	  save	  water	  in	  our	  landscapes:	  

• Switch	  to	  Drip	  Irrigation	  .	  .	  .	  Average	  water	  savings	  =	  45%	  for	  each	  1000	  sq.	  ft.	  of	  
shrubs	  and	  groundcover.	  Save	  up	  to	  2600	  gallons	  per	  month	  in	  Coachella	  Valley.	  Get	  
the	  basics	  at	  http://WaterWiseNow.com/Switch2DripGuide	  	  ]	  One	  can	  get	  
everything	  they	  need	  to	  do	  it	  yourself	  with	  their	  Switch2Drip	  Kits.	  

• Upgrade	  your	  Sprinklers:	  Average	  water	  savings	  =	  20%	  for	  each	  1000	  sq.	  ft.	  of	  grass	  
you	  water,	  save	  up	  to	  15	  gallons	  per	  month	  in	  the	  Coachella	  Valley.	  CVWD	  rebates	  
are	  up	  to	  $4	  /	  nozzle,	  up	  to	  $2,000	  for	  homeowners.	  Learn	  how	  to	  upgrade	  your	  
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sprinkler	  nozzles	  to	  Hunter	  MP	  Rotators.	  Free	  download	  at:	  
http://WaterWiseNow.com/MPRotators	  (These	  are	  like	  the	  ones	  currently	  in	  use	  on	  
the	  grassed	  area	  on	  the	  Montage	  corner	  at	  Gerald	  Ford	  &	  DaVall.	  	  We	  have	  installed	  
them	  as	  well.	  They	  are	  a	  great	  option	  to	  reduce	  water	  loss	  during	  watering	  on	  our	  
sloped	  lawns	  as	  they	  cover	  all	  the	  area	  with	  a	  lower	  flow	  allowing	  saturation	  rather	  
than	  run	  off.)	  

• CVWD	  offers	  a	  FREE	  smart	  controller	  with	  FREE	  installation	  for	  homeowners.	  
• Regulate	  Your	  Pressure:	  Average	  water	  savings	  =	  15%.	  Most	  homes	  have	  too	  much	  

pressure	  for	  their	  sprinklers.	  By	  reducing	  pressure,	  sprinklers	  are	  more	  efficient.	  
Buy	  pressure-‐regulated	  spray	  bodies	  to	  make	  the	  work	  easy.	  30	  psi	  for	  spray	  
nozzles,	  40	  psi	  for	  rotary	  nozzles.	  Rain	  Bird:	  http://WaterWiseNow.com/SAM	  	  

	  
Water	  Wise	  Now	  helps	  homeowners,	  HOAs	  and	  small	  businesses	  use	  less	  water	  in	  the	  landscape.	  
They	  are	  available	  for	  consultations	  on	  conservation	  and	  offer	  water	  management	  services	  for	  
commercial	  properties.	  Please	  contact	  Jessyca	  Frederick	  at	  760-‐777-‐4175	  for	  information	  on	  these	  
services.	  (This	  is	  not	  an	  endorsement	  by	  the	  Montage	  at	  Mission	  Hills	  HOA	  	  for	  this	  business	  but	  
rather	  an	  effort	  to	  provide	  information	  to	  accomplish	  the	  water	  reductions	  mandated	  by	  the	  
State	  of	  CA	  at	  this	  time.)	  
	  
Free	  class	  on	  lawn	  conversion,	  rebates,	  and	  switching	  to	  drip	  irrigation.	  On	  
July	  15th,	  Desert	  Horticultural	  Society	  Coachella	  Valley	  member,	  Jessyca	  Frederick,	  will	  be	  
presenting	  an	  overview	  of	  turf	  removal	  and	  what’s	  involved	  with	  switching	  to	  drip	  irrigation.	  The	  
Switch2Drip	  all-‐in-‐one	  kit	  will	  be	  introduced.	  6-‐7	  p.m.at	  the	  La	  Quinta	  Wellness	  Center.	  78-‐450	  
Avenida	  La	  Fonda,	  La	  Quinta	  (760)	  564-‐0096,	  www.	  la-‐quinta.org	  	  
	  
	  
CITY	  HALL	  AT	  YOUR	  CORNER	  -‐	  SUMMER	  SCHEDULE	  ANNOUNCED	  	  	  	  
Curt	  Beyer,	  President	  CurtB@MontageatMissionHills.org	  	  
	  
Join	  members	  of	  the	  City	  Council	  for	  an	  opportunity	  to	  discuss	  issues	  important	  to	  the	  future	  of	  
Cathedral	  City	  and	  to	  you	  and	  your	  neighborhood.	  “City	  Hall	  at	  Your	  Corner”	  provides	  additional	  
access	  to	  your	  elected	  city	  representatives	  beyond	  a	  city	  council	  meeting.	  It	  allows	  you	  to	  talk	  one-‐
on-‐one	  with	  your	  mayor	  and/or	  councilmember(s).	  They	  will	  update	  you	  on	  city	  news,	  activities,	  
special	  events,	  improvements,	  and	  how	  you	  can	  better	  access	  City	  services.	  
	  
Schedule:	  	  
	  
Monday,	  July	  6th	  from	  2:00	  pm	  to	  3:00	  pm	  –	  Rita’s	  Italian	  Ice,	  34-‐041	  Date	  Palm	  Drive,	  
Councilmembers	  Mark	  Carnevale	  and	  Shelley	  Kaplan	  
	  
Thursday,	  August	  6th	  from	  6:00	  pm	  to	  7:00	  pm	  –	  Subway	  Restaurant,	  67-‐260	  Ramon	  Road,	  Suite	  A,	  
Mayor	  Pro	  Tem	  Greg	  Pettis	  and	  Councilmember	  Shelley	  Kaplan	  
	  
Tuesday,	  September	  1st	  from	  10:00	  am	  to	  11:00	  pm	  –	  Sunshine	  Café,	  36-‐815	  Cathedral	  Canyon	  
Drive,	  Mayor	  Stan	  Henry	  and	  Mayor	  Pro	  Tem	  Greg	  Pettis	  
	  
No	  reservations.	  Free	  admission.	  Open	  to	  the	  public.	  Limited	  seating.	  	  
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ARCHITECTURE	  &	  LANDSCAPE	  COMMITTEE	  	  	  	  	  
Committee	  members:	  Dennis	  Goodman,	  Steve	  Clippinger,	  Adam	  Tillotson	  and	  Jim	  Dunn	  
	  
No	  report	  was	  received	  for	  this	  newsletter.	  We	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  Mr.	  Robert	  Fouyer	  for	  his	  many	  
years	  on	  the	  A	  &	  L	  Committee	  and	  most	  recently	  as	  its	  chairperson.	  He	  not	  only	  resigned	  from	  the	  
board	  and	  has	  terminated	  his	  work	  with/on	  the	  committee	  July	  1st	  of	  this	  year.	  	  
	  
None	  of	  the	  current	  committee	  is	  interested	  in	  being	  chairperson	  so	  .	  .	  .	  We	  are	  looking	  for	  
interested	  HOA	  members	  that	  might	  be	  interested	  in	  assuming	  that	  responsibility.	  Contact	  me	  for	  
further	  details.	  	  
	  
ANIMAL	  CONTROL	  INFORMATION	  
CHRIS	  PARMAN,	  CITY	  OF	  CATHEDRAL	  CITY	  	  
	  
The	  City	  of	  Cathedral	  City	  has	  contracted	  with	  Riverside	  County	  Department	  of	  Animal	  Services	  for	  
handling	  issues	  related	  to	  animal	  control	  problems	  within	  our	  city	  limits.	  This	  includes	  field	  
services,	  shelter	  and	  adoption	  services.	  During	  normal	  business	  hours,	  call	  Animal	  Services	  at	  (760)	  
343-‐3644	  for	  assistance.	  If	  you	  are	  facing	  a	  non-‐emergency	  animal	  control	  issue	  after	  normal	  
business	  hours,	  then	  please	  call	  the	  non-‐emergency	  line	  of	  the	  Cathedral	  City	  Police	  Department	  at	  
(760)	  770-‐0300.	  If	  it	  is	  an	  emergency	  animal	  control	  issue,	  please	  dial	  911.	  
	  
Vector	  Control	  for	  Cathedral	  City	  is	  handled	  by	  the	  Coachella	  Valley	  Mosquito	  and	  Vector	  Control	  
District.	  This	  includes	  problems	  with	  mosquitoes,	  ticks,	  roof	  rats,	  red	  imported	  fire	  ants,	  eye	  gnats,	  
flies,	  and	  Africanized	  honey	  bees.	  Call	  (760)	  342-‐8287	  or	  toll-‐free	  at	  (888)	  343-‐9399	  to	  arrange	  
assistance	  with	  these	  types	  of	  nuisances.	  
	  
NEXT	  BOARD	  MEETING	  
Curtis	  Beyer,	  President	  CurtBeyer@gmail.com	  
	  
The	  next	  Board	  meeting	  will	  be	  Thursday,	  July	  2,	  2015	  at	  3:00	  PM	  at	  the	  Offices	  of	  Personalized	  
Property	  Management,	  69850	  Adelina	  Road,	  Cathedral	  City.	  	  Meeting	  notices	  and	  agendas	  are	  
posted	  on	  the	  community	  message	  board	  on	  the	  wall	  at	  the	  DaVinci/Van	  Gogh	  corner	  or	  the	  web	  
site	  at	  least	  four	  days	  before	  the	  meeting.	  (The	  September	  meeting	  is	  tentatively	  scheduled	  for	  
Thursday,	  September	  10th,	  at	  the	  aforementioned	  time	  and	  location.)	  
	  
HOMEOWNERS	  ASSOCIATION	  CONTACT	  INFORMATION	  
	  
Community	  Manager	  –	  Shelly	  Ruegsegger	  sruegsegger@ppminternet.com 760-‐	  325-‐9500 
Assistant Community Manager = Jasmine Meza  jmeza@ppminternet.com 760-‐	  325-‐9500	  
A	  &	  L	  Committee	  –	  Contact	  Curt	  Beyer,	  President	  or	  PPM	  until	  a	  new	  chairperson	  is	  appointed.	  
Welcome	  Committee	  –	  JoAnn	  Horwitz,	  Chair	  -‐JoAnnWLV@aol.com	  	  760-‐992-‐5199	  	  
Newsletter	  –	  Curtis	  Beyer,	  President	  CurtB@MontageatMissionHills.org	   	  
Website	  –	  www.MontageatMissionHills.org	  	  
Web	  Masters	  -‐	  Scott	  Reese	  scott.o.reese@gmail.com	  and	  Bill	  Lewis	  williamtlewis@comcast.net	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

	  
Montage	  at	  Mission	  Hills	  Newsletter	    Page 6   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  July	  /	  August	  2015	  
	  

CATHEDRAL	  CITY	  COMMUNITY	  SERVICES	  CALENDAR	  
City	  of	  Cathedral	  City	  -‐	  Recycling,	  Trash	  &	  Energy	  page	  www.cathedralcity.gov	  	  
	  
To	  have	  a	  Guide	  and	  Calendar	  mailed	  to	  your	  home	  please	  contact	  Deanna	  Pressgrove	  with	  the	  City	  
of	  Cathedral	  City	  at	  760-‐770-‐0369	  or	  email	  dpressgrove@cathedralcity.gov	  	  
	  
CATHEDRAL	  CITY	  CONTACT	  INFORMATON	  (also	  on	  Nextdoor.Montage)	  
	  
Cathedral	  City	  Emergency	  911	  
Cathedral	  City	  Police	  760-‐770-‐0300	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Police	  Emergency	  Only	  760-‐202-‐2411	  
Fire	  760-‐770-‐8200	  


